
Quick-guide to common genera of red algae in New Zealand fresh waters

Cells separated within 
filament, not joined end 
to end. Chloroplasts 
often blue-green

Branched filaments a 
single row for cells of 
more or less uniform
width

Thallus an axial 
stem carrying 
whorls of densely 
branched filaments 

Cells irregularly 
arranged, end 
branches with a 
single row of cells 
only

Thallus with 
multiple cells, 
cells in regular 
rows, branches 
tapering towards 
curled ends

Chloroplasts 
blue-green, 
pinkish, green-
grey or grey, 
NOT bright 
green

Chroodactylon

Compsopogon

Bostrychia

Batrachospermum

Audouinella
Cells joined end to 
end. Chloroplasts 
grey-green or 
pinkish
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